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BOSFXTAL, OOBMIB OF fOBTT-SIGOMD 8TBIBT AUD LIZIHCITOll ATHTUS. 



**Besolved, That the Treasurer and Gbairman of the BulldiDg Committee 
"be requested to prepare a brief statement of the Origin, Progress, and 
'* Present Position of the Institntion, to be printed and circulated amongst 
"its friends." 



ORIGIN, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT POSITION 

OF THE HOSPITAL 



ORIGIN. 



The undersigned cannot in any other way more brief- 
ly state the origin of this Institution than by quoting 
from the first annual reports prepared by Dr. Knight 
and R. M. Hartley, Esq., for May, 1864. Dr. Knight in 
his report says : 

''Having devoted many years of private practice to 
' ' this class of ailments, and having, as a visitor of the 
"Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor, 
''become familiar with the prevalence of the maladies 
" among the laboring population,* I was deeply impress- 
" ed with the necessity of some special provision for their 
"relief, and consequently made earnest efforts to accom- 
"plish so desirable an object. Many eminent surgeons 
"and citizens gave it the sanction of their names, but 
"not the personal cooperation essential to its success ; so 
' ' that my exertions ended in disappointment. 

"Under these discouraging circumstances I sought 
"the counsel of Mr. R. M. Hartley, who informed me 
"that, in his intercourse with the poor, he had long be- 
" fore discovered the necessity of such an Institution, and 

* Note. "As a visitor of the 'Association for Improving the Condition of 
the Poor,'" it should read, "I became more familiar with the prevalence of the 
maladies among the laboring population. The necessity of an Institution for 
their relief was impressed upon my miud when attending the late Professor 
Mott's clinics, held in 1842 in the University Medical College; and from that 
period I made efforts from time to time to effect an organization for that pur- 
pose by means of printed circulars. In Januarj-, 1862, I obtained the approval, 
by signatures, which I have in my possession, of Professors Valentine Mott, 
Willard Parker, J. M. Carnochan and James R. Wood ; George Opdyke, then 
Major of the City of New York ; R. A. Witthaus, Wilson G. Hunt, Robert L. 
Stuart, T. B. Stillmau, and Peter Cooper." J. Knight. M.P. 
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' was only waiting for a favorable concurrence of circum- 
' stances to eflfect an organization for that purpose. He 
' promised his influence and personal cooperation ; and 
'by endeavors to interest other minds in the subject, to 
' prepare the way for some decisive action. 

"Accordingly, on the evening of April 16th, 1862, 
' Mr. Hartley convened a meeting at No. 39 Bible House, 
' at which he favored me with an introduction to a few 
' of your number [Jirst Board of Managers], and an 
'opportunity of presenting my views on the subject. 
' And here I desire to express my grateful sense of the 
' cordial manner in which I was received, and also my 
'appreciation of the responsibilities you assumed, in 
' pledging to the new enterprise your personal coopera- 
'tion and pecuniary support." 

Mr. Hartley says : 

"Extensive and careful investigation showed that 
' such a provision was not less necessary here than in 
' foreign cities. From reliable data it appeared that a 
' large percentage of our population was suffering from 
' hernia or rupture ; that many also were afflicted with 
' varicose or enlarged veins, and various deformities of 
'body and limb, especially among the laboring poor. 
'The objects contemplated were obviously in keeping 
' with the design of the Association for Improving the 
' Condition of the Poor. 

' ' But, if both means and machinery were provided, 
' where was the mind to direct the operations ? 

' ' In March, 1862, a medical gentleman called on the 
'Secretary of the above-named Association to confer 
'with him in regard to the formation of a Society for 
' the benefit of the class of sufferers in question. 

"He was surprised and gratified to learn from this 
' physician, that he had made hernia, orthopaedic sur- 
' gery and analogous maladies a specialty for the past 
'twenty years. So remarkable a coincidence of views 
' and desires could not fail to arrest the Secretary' s at- 
' tention. In Dr. James Knight' s zeal and practical fit- 
' ness for the work, the chief difficulty in the way of ef- 



» • c 



• • • 



• • 



• • • • ' 
• • • « • 



''fectinga permanent organization would be overcome. 
' ' His services in this relation appeared so important and 
''opportune, and the indications of duty so manifest, 
''that after mature deliberation he felt justified in asking 
' ' for the new enterprise the cooperation of the Associa- 
' ' tion with which he was officially connected. ' ' 

All this resulted in the organization of the present 
Society, March 27th, 1863, under the General Laws of 
the State, with the following Board of Managers : 

Robert B. Minturn, John David Wolfe, 

John C. Green, Enoch L. Fancher, 

Stewart Brown, James Knight, 

A. B. Wetmore, Thomas Denny, 

William A. Booth, Luther R. Marsh, 

Robert M. Hartley, Charles N. Talbot, 

Joseph B. Collins, J. F. Sheafe, 

Jonathan Sturges, Henry S. Terbell, 

James W. Beekman, Nathan Bishop, 

George Griswold, John W. Quincy. 



PROGRESS. 



Soon after the Society was organized. Dr. Knight of- 
fered to lease his private residence, 97 Second Avenue, 
for hospital purposes, for three years, at the nominal 
rent of $1,200 per annum (this included beds and furni- 
ture for nurses, beds for 28 in-door patients, his conser- 
vatory for a work-shop with necessary Implements for 
manufacturing), with right to purchase the property for 
$16,000. This was accepted, and, at the end of the time, 
the house was purchased for $15,000. It was sold in 
May last for $20,000. On opening the house for the 
treatment of out and in-door patients, Dr. Knight was 
engaged as ''Resident Physician and Surgeon," which 
position he still holds. He continued to reside in the 
house until it was sold, Mrs. Knight superintending the 
domestic arrangements, and their daughter most of the 
*ime teaching the children without compensation. How 
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kindly and effectively they have performed this labor of 
love, the poor children and the Board of Managers bear 
willing testimony. Dr. Knight' s salary has been $2, 000 
per annum. He has paid into the Treasuiy every year, 
from fees received from those able to pay, more than his 
salary, and has been instrumental in raising large sums 
for the purposes of the Society. 

The numbei* of patients treated the first year was 828. 
Receipts, $8,614.70 ;. Disbursements, $6,997.79. 

Patients treated from May, 1864 to May, 1866 965 

* *» " May, 1805 to May, 1866 1,489 

** " May, 1866 to xVIay, 1867 1,684 

* ** ** May, 1867 to May, 1868 2,G06 

* " ** May, 1868 to May, 1869 2,285 

* ** " May, 1869 to May, 1870 2,507 

In all, 11,764.* 

The Managers early became impressed with the im- 
portance of more ample hospital accommodations. En- 
couraged by the liberal contributions of Chauncey and 
Henry Rose, John C. Baldwin and others, it was deter- 
mined to erect an Hospital at as early a day as possible. 

In the spring of 1867, five lots were purchased on the 
corner of 42d Street and Lexington Avenue for $40,000. 
In August, 1867, Potter & Clinton were employed as ar- 
chitects. In June, 1868, the plans of the architects were 
accepted, and Mr. A. M. Ross was employed as mason, 
and Messrs. Blackstone & Ryerson as carpenters ; their 
work has been executed to the entire satisfaction (Jf the 
Building Committee. On 19th November, 1868, the 
Treasurer and Chairman of the Building Committee ex- 
pressed the opinion to the Board, that it would not be safe 
to proceed without a further subscription of $100,000, 
whereupon it was resolved to endeavor to raise this sum. 
The result of this effort was as follows : 

Jonathan Sturges $5,000 Chauncey and Henry Rose $5, COO 

John David Wolfe 3,000 Estate of Mrs. Ruth Terbell.. 4,700 

Joseph Sampson 5,000 Alexander!. Stewart 1,000 

* There have been treated in the new hospital : 

In 1870-1 . . . 2721 ; of whom were in-patients. ... 163 
In 1871-2 3806; of whom were in-patients 235 
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William E. Dodge $1,000 T. C. M. Paton $260 

Horace Gray ', 1,000 Wm. E. Dodge, jr 250 

Thomas H. Paile 1,000 John C. Sanford 260 

Edward Mathews 1,000 Lucius Hopkins 250 

Edwards. JaflFray 1,000 Geo. Cabot Ward ' 260 

John C. Green 6,00Q C. W. Rogers 200 

H. K Corning 3,000 Guy Richards 250 

Miss Mary Gelston 6,000 Abner Beers 600 

John C. Baldwin 15,000 C. V. S. Roosevelt 1,000 

Stewart Brown 1,000 Eli White 1,000 

Samuel Willets 1,000 George W. Abbe 600 

James Stokes 1,000 A. B. Wetmore 600 

A Friend 1,000 Mrs. C. L. Spencer 600 

Paul Spofford 1,000 Jeremiah Milbank 500 

Henry G. Marquand 1,000 John Caswell 600 

Fisk& Hatch 1,000 Otis D. Swan 600 

James Suy dam 1,000 John T. Denny 600 

Wm. H. Bradford 1,000 Samuel V. Hoffman 500 

Frederick Marquand 1,000 Jonathan Thorn 600 

Morris E. Jesup 600 John Steward 500 

John J. Phelps 600 Percy R. Pyne 260 

Robert Colgate 600 D. Willis James 260 

Benj. G.Arnold 600 John Crosby Brown 260 

Benj. Aymar 600 Seabury Brewster. 260 

Robt. Lennox Kennedy 600 Winthrop S. Gilman 260 

A Friend, by Thos. Denny 500 Norman White 260 

William Paton 600 Robert Bonner 260 

Thomas Denny 600 Chas. H. Dabney 250 

J. S. She^fe 600 Mrs. C. L. Spencer 200 

Erastus Corning 600 Various smaller subscriptions. 6,117 

Mrs. Wm. E. Dodge 250 

Anson Phelps Stokes 250 $89,167 

Subscriptions previous to the above : 

Channcey and Henry Rose... $70,000 Jonathan Sturges $6,000 

John C. Green 6,000 H. K. Corning 1,000 

James Lenox 6,000 Wm. H. Aspinwall 1,000 

James Brown 1,000 Adam Norrie ^ 600 

Estate Peter Lorillard 1,000 Wm. H. Osborn 600 

John M. Dodd 600 The City of New York : 25,000 

Wm. B. Isham .600 

JohnC. Baldwin 17,000 $186,000 

In April, 1870, the Treasurer informed the Board 

that about $50,000 would be required to pay the remain- 
ing bills, and to complete and furnish the hospital ; that 
we had about this amount of assets, but to ferce a sale 
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of these would result iu a loss of $10,000. In order to 
avoid this loss, it was determined to mortgage the build- 
ing for that sum. 

Mr. John C. Green, the President of the Society, and 
Chairman of the Finance Committee, who was absent, 
was authorized to negotiate the mortgage. On his return, 
he declined to be a party to mortgage the premises, and, 
to avoid the necessity, offered to give the Society $50,000, 
if the Board would raise the same amount within thirty 
days. The resolution to mortgage was rescinded, and it 
was voted to endeavor to raise $50,000 within thirty days. 
This resulted in the following subscriptions : 

John C. Green $50,000 Thomas H. Faile $1,000 

Stewart Brown..... 2,000 Mrs. Wm. E. Dodge ' 1,000 

Edward S. JaflFray 2,000 Fisk & Hatch 2,000 

Wm. C. Rhinelander .^.. 1,000 J. H. Gautier 1,000 

John David Wolfe 2,000 James H. Banker 1,000 

James Brown 1,000 M. E. Jesup 1,000 

JosiahS. Bennet 1,000 Robert Bayard 1,000 

H. K Coming 2,000 William Paton 1,000 

Horace Gray 1,000 Adam Norrie 500 

Robert Colgate 2,000 Loring Andrews 600 

William E. Dodge 1,000 C. V. S. Roosevelt 250 

Robert Bonner 2,000 Chauncey Rose 5,000 

Mrs. C. L. Spencer 1.000 Miss Mary Gelston 1,000 

Thomas Lord 1,000 William Dennistoun 1,000 

Jonathan Sturges 2,000 George Bliss 1,000 

Samuel Willets 2,000 W. H. Maoy 500 

Wm. H. Osborn 1,000 A. A. Low 500 

R. L. & A. Stuart 5,000 A Friend, by R. M. Hartley.. 500 

James Lenox 4,000 Joseph Battell 1,000 

James Suydam u 1,000 George W. Abbe 500 

PeterCooper 1,000 -^ 

Joseph Sampson 1,000 $108,250 

Benj. G. Arnold 1,000 

On the 26th of May the Treasurer informed Mr. Green 
that $50,000 had been subscribed, and he immediately 
handed him a check for his $50, 000. 

Of the amount thus subscribed $106,750 has been 
paid to the Treasurer. 
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PRESENT POSITION. 



We have a Hospital capal)lo of accoininodating 200 
to 250 children, witli privat<3 apartments for 20 j)ay-pa- 
tients, at a cost, complete, of sjiy }f2r)(),(HK). 

We '^owe no man any thing, but love." 

We have assets amounting to al)out )f^l(K),(KH). 

We have 81 children in tlie liospitiil. 

We are fully organizt^d t<> r(*e4»ive all the building will 
hold, and dispensary acjconimodations for tin? treatment 
of 3,000 out-door patients annually. What is to prevent 
our receiving 2(K) to 250 poor, crii)i)l<»d children into the 
hospital, and treating 8,000 p(?r annum through the dis- 
pensary department? Nothing but the means to pay the 
expenses. The annual expc^nsc^s with 100 children will 
probably be about $80,000, and with 200 about $40,000. 
It is not safe to incur so large an (expenditure without 
some certain income. Should we do so, we might be 
forced to discharge a large number of children partially 
cured. This "last evil would be worse than the first." 

To avoid this contingency we have devised a plan of 
annual subscriptions^ whereby tlu^ subscriber has a right 
to place a child in the hospital for treatment for one y(»ar 
for every $100 he pays, with a right to terminate his sub- 
scription at the end of each year. It is b(4ieved there 
are a large number who will be glad of the opportunity 
of placing some poor, crippled child in the Institution 
in this way. 

No systematic effort has been mad(3 to extend this 
subscription, but it becomes necessary to do it now, or 
to cease receiving children into the hospital, as our ex- 
penses are far beyond our income. It is not reasonable 
for us to rely upon those who furnished the money to 
build the hospital for the means for its annual expenses, 
though we entertain no doubt that they will do their full 
share. We commit the enterprise to those whose hearts 
are touched by such sights as may be seen every day in 
the operating room from 10 to 12 o' clock. 
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. Of the original managers, about one-half remain. 
Some have died ; others have been so taken up with other 
charities that they could not devote the necessary time 
to this. 

The present Board is as follows : 



Gbore W. Abbe. 
Stewart Bbown. 
h. k. gobning. 
Robert Colgate. 
Thomas Bennt. 
John G. Green. 
William G. Oilman. 
George Griswold. 
Robert H. Hartley. 
Edward S. Jaffrat. 

John 
ReRident Phjsician and 



James Lenox. 

William H. Mact. 

w. h. osborn. 

Wm. W. Phklps. 

Robert L. Stuart. 

Jonathan Stubges. 

Otis D. Swan. 

Henry S. Terrell. 

A. R. Wetmore. 

Samuel Willkts. 
Datid Wolfe. 
Surgeon, Jambs Knight, M. D. 



All of which is respectfully submitted by 

Jonathan Sturges, 

Treasurer and Chairman of Building Committee. 
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